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6 os” Sinecure Syſtem is, in our political con- 

ſtitution, what an obſtinate Virus is in the 
natural conſtitution ; it infects the whole maſs, and 
generates all kinds of diſorders. The numerous 
abuſes we deplore are, in reality, but ſo many in- 
dications, or ſymptons, produced by this rooted di- 
ſeaſe ; and he who thinks it may be eaſily expelled 
at any future convenient opportunity, is like a man 
in a galloping conſumption, who is fooliſh enough 
to promiſe himſelf a cure from a ſimple evacuation, 
which he puts off till other affairs' permit him- to 
phyſic at his leiſure. This poiſon having inſinua- 
ted itſelf into the whole of the ſuperior, or, what 
are called more noble parts of the body politic, has 
corrupted the national morals at their vital ſource, 
and is abſorbed into the conſtitution itſelf, which it 
gradually undermines and conſumes, —Surely there 
can be no greater marks of a rapid political DE- 
CLINE than to ſee the ſpirit of a free government 
made to bend to ſuch proſecuting inquiſitorial 
meaſures as are practiſed in deſpotic countries, 
whilſt the number of the Friends of the conſtitu- 
tion diminiſh daily, being driven in deſpair into te 
Republican Faction. * Among 
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Among Republican productions, the Rights of ] 
Man is accounted the moſt violent and dangerous, ] 
but whoever has read that work with impartiality 
| 

{ 


will admit, that even the aſperity of Mr. Paine 
Teems to have ariſen from a ſtrong ſenſe of the inj- 
quity of pocketting the Public Money, without 
rendering any ſervice in return: thus the Sinecure 
Syſtem gives birth to Republicaniſm, and then, 
like an unnatural Parent, would ſmother its own x 
offspring. | | 
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' When Mr. Paine rejected our conſtitution en- 
tirely, becauſe he conceived it ſo infected with this 
vice, that a radical cure was not to. he expected, he 
did but take Sinecure Placemen at their word, who 

are eternally repreſenting that ſuch a Reform 
would endanger the Conllitution. 


By this cry of ENDANGERING the CcnsTITU- 

TION, they hope to eſcape thoſe boiſterous mo- 

ments, when the popular attention is directed to 

public wrongs; and if they can weather theſe paſ- 

ſing gales, they know they have nothing to fear in 

1 a calm. They act exactly as the Roman Church 

| acted, when, venal and corrupt, like them, it ſtrove 

to ſhield from a Reform, its traffic of Indulgences, 
and other lucrative iniquities. 


| The Roman Clergy then cried out, you will 
B ENDANDER RELIGION. The Reformers replied, 
| that they attacked Abuſes, which were not only 
; - diſtin from, but repugnant to the genuine ſpirit 
of Religion: and that far from pulling it down, 
| their intention was to purify and exalt it. Still, 
however, the ſame cry was continued, in order to 
alarm the People in behalf of Religion. And this 
artifice of exciting an alarm, apropos, _ ng ; 
| efor- 
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Reformation in certain Countries, and preſerves 


Papiſtical frauds, to the aſtoniſhment of an enlight- 
ened age, from the thirteenth century, down to the 


preſent "day. It is not long fince that an attempt was 


made to ſuppreſs the Convents in the Low coun- 
tries, on which the Clergy had recourſe to their 
old expedient ; and Monkiſh lazinefs triumphed 
there under pretence that Religion was in danger; 
25 Sinecure Plunder triumphs elſewhere, under 
the pretence that the Conſtitution is in danger, 
with which it is in reality, as repupnant as Popul 


frauds are to the ſpirit of chriſſianity- 


As the Ronin ConrenatieGconateraths 


Unity of the chriſtian church, than there profitable 


enormities, ſo our Sinecure Gentry are more atta- 


ched to their Places than to the preſervation of our 


Conſtitution. The one have always preferrad dri- 
ving men to Hereſy, or even Ath=i{m it Af, rather 
than not have them ſuch kind of chriſtians as ſuited 
their purpof=s ; the others would force the Friends 

of the Conftitution to become Jacobins or Repub- 
lican, rather than abondon 2 mode of goverament 
that ſuits theirs, They act as if it where leſs dan- 
gerous to expoſe the conſtitution to the ſhock of a- 
nother Revolution, 3 

way. 

If chey really do fear a Revolution, it is becauſe 
1 but they mut 
alſo be conſcious, the have it in their power to 
prevent it. | 


There 3 Was not 
provoked by aBUsEs ; nor one 8 hays 
been avoided by their timely Correction. ; 
their are no Iniquities pradtifed in a 8 
the People are at Peace, and never think of Inſur- 


. rections 
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Friends; 


in order that 


his own REA SON. 
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reQions or Revolutions; theſe violent and danger. 


ous remedies being only dictated by Deſpair, and 
intollerable OPPRESSION. 


| "ge Lama Conſtitution. and the major part of 
theſe 22 Republicans will become its 
Is; ſuffer it to continue the polluted inſtru- 
ment of Sinecure Rapine, and the veneration and 
and attachment of its moſt virtuous and diſinter- 
eſted Friends will daily diminiſh ; for men of pure 


principles cannot long attach themſelves to the 


moſt lovely object, when fallen into Vice and 
Proſtitution. | 

Form does not conſtitute Character: it is not 
only diſtin, but its influence is much weaker. 
The moſt pleaſing Form cannot compenſate defect 
of Character; but Benignity of Charcter is daily 
ſeen to compenſate DefeR of Form. 

Thus the ancient admirers of our Conſtitutian, 


when they find its Form has furvived its benign 


and genuine ſpirit, will ſhake off their prejudices 
in favour of its fair, but falſe exteriour, and attach 


themſelves to the Republican, or any other Form 


of Government that ſeems to them better calcul- 


ated to fulfill the end of Society, It is not to France 


that they will look for a precedent, but to America. 


The analogy between Sinecure and Popiſh craft | 
is fo forcibly ikin and ſo exactly juſt in every 


particular part, that I cannot help reſuming it. 


The Popiſh Prieſt forbids his diſciple to read the 
Scriptures, and will not ſuffer him, in any reſpect, 
to uſe his 4 which he calls a deceitful guide, 

may blindly confide himſelf to the 


guidance and direction of a Confeflor, intereſted in 
duping him, which is not the caſe with 1 » | 


| e 

The Sinecure Placeman tells the People, that 
they mult not read certain State Publications, or 
inveſtizate Political Queſtions, ' becauſe they are 
incapable to form an Opinion on them. He fur- 
ther tells them, that they now not when they are 
WELL, nor when they are ILL; nor where they 
ſhould go, nor where they ſhould sro: that they 
would begin with Innovation, and end with Anar- 
chy. In ſhort, that they are unfit to be truſted with 
th-ir on deſtiny, or to judge for themſelves in any 
ting; wherefore, they muſt forego the uſe of Rea- 
fon, and confide in ſuch men as himſelf, intereſted 
in miſleading them. 


The aim of the Popiſh Prieſt is to ſtifle, to ex- 
tinguiſh, if he can, the rational intellegt of man, 
that Divine, immortal part of his Nature, by which 
he reſembles, his Maker; and having ſ1cceeded, as 
he imagines, in brutaliſing the image of the Deity, 
he thinks that he may ſafely ſubſtitute the ſhadow 
for the ſubſtance, therefore, while he vialates, in 
every inſtance, the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity, he 
ſubſtitutes in its place the raree-ſhew of outward 


Form and Ceremony. 


In like manner the Sinecure Placeman perverts 
the pure and admirable ſpirit of our Conſtitution, 
whilſt he preaches up an attachment to its exterior 
Form. He too has his raree-ſhews and his mum- 


mery, with which he hopes to faſcinate the Multi- 


titude, whom he thinks to have degraded to a Si- 


ſh State; and this idle Pageantry, kept up for the 


lame ſiniſter purpoſes, he ſtiles neceſſary State. 
Gracious Heaven! does Religion conſiſt in Pa- 
rade? Or is State the END of Government ? Can 
it be neceſſary that diſtreſsful Poverty ſhould pay 
its mite to ſuſtain profligate LUXURY ? © 


3 When 


. 5 
When hunger and nakedneſs, in Roman Catho- 


lic countries, are craftily diverted from revolting 


againſt oppreſſion, by the awful preſenc of a ſup- 
poſed Divinity, the generous Britiſh heart is wrung 
with ſympathiſing diſtreſs; But does not enormous 
Taxation produce alſo with us Poverty and Naked: 


| neſs? And what difference is there whether a man, 


pampered at the Public coſt, carries in proceſſion a 
painted Image, or a gilded Stick ? If ſuch uſclefs 
poſts be honourable, let honour be their payment. 


The inferior parts of our Government, the mc? 


uſeful, extenſive, and importent, are conducted 
without charge to the People; why ſhould not the 
ſuperior ? Ought not Courtiers to be aſhamed, 
that Juſtices of the Peace, and Aldermen of Cor- 
porate Towns, ſhould ſet them an example of Pub. 
he Spirit? While ſuch painful offices are filled with 
out reward; penſion, and emolument are attached 
to others devoid of the ſmalleſt utility, and thus 
the Public Expenditure is ſwelled to at leaſt Sever 
times what it might be reduced to, on a ſcale of 
JUST NECESSITY. 22 


The Popiſh Prieſt has inoculated the virus of 
corruption, on Religion itſelf, and has fo incorpo- 
rated them together, that he piouſly hopes whoever 
will attempt to ſeparate them, muſt root out 177 
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(*) Mr. Paine ſays, chat the Peace Expenditure may be re- 
duced to one faurteenth part, a crime which Courtiers will 
not eaſily for give him! I have only reckoned a ſeventh. As 
to the Monarch, if the Penſion and Sinecure ſy ſtem were aboli- 


med, he would be really richer with 200, oool. a year than at 


preſent, and with regard to a ſtanding Land Force, which ſeems 
only calculated to defend that ſyſtem againſt the Nation, as our 
ſituation. is u NE, ſo the argument in its favour, drawn from 
the example of Cer Powers, is abſurd. 


1 
tt is evident that S inecure Placemen have the ſame 
view. If Machiavel were alive, and conſulted how 
to unite our Conſtitution with its Abuſes, ſo that 
they ſhould have the ſame exiſtance, and the fame 
deſtiny, he could not preſcribe means more effica- 
cious than thoſe now purſuing. 


As in the Roman Church, Heaven itſelf is let 
out to hire by him who pretends to keep the key, 
and the moſt worthleſs of mortals may for money 
be dub d a Saint; ſo hasit been remarked, that, 
under the S inecure Syſtem, Seats in the Senate are 
like ſtalls in a market; and honours and dignities 
become vendible Commodities. | 


As the Roman Prieſt, when he has ſtripped man 
of his reafon, and reduced him to a ſtate more de- 
{picable than that of the brute, led by unerring in- 
{tint makes him worſhip ſtocks and ſtones, and 
at laſt bow down before himſelf; ſo the Sinecure 
Placeman alſo ſets himfelf up as an Idol of blind 
Worſhip : he teaches the People to venerate his 
vices, and to behold with awe, inftead of indignant 
mortification his ſplendour ſupported at their Cot, 
'This he calls order, and I call it a violation of all 
order, natural and moral. Like the Sculptor of An- 
tiquity, who, has ſoon as he had finiſhed a Statute 


of Jupiture, fell proſtrate before it; the Sinecure 


Placeman expects that the People, rendered ſtupid 
by his artifices, will bow down before an oſtenta- 
tious Image of their own creating, and idolatrouſly 
worſhip the work of their own hands, * 


() As a man cannot be to careful at preſent to prevent his 
meaning being miſconſtrued, it is noted that what is here ſaid - 
of Sinecure Placemen, cannot be extended to Majeſty. The Mo- 
nareh, repreſents the Nation, and therefore the People, in hbn- 
dur ing him, reſpect themſelves ; but for the ſame reaſon, in a 
Juſt Monarchy, even royal oftentation is unneceflary ; it is even 
an inſult to the freedom and good ſenſe of the People, to attempt 
im pofing reſpect upon chem by ſuch means, 


SI... 


It will illuſtrate this ſubje& to obſerve, that ous 
Yinecure Miniſter, after having oppoſed the repeal 
of the Teſt Act; has granted indulgences to the 
Roman Catholics. This flows from congenialit 


of ſentiment. 'I hough he does not profeſs Ponith 


tenets, yet he adops Popith politics. The differ- 
ence between the time of James the Second and the 
preſent is, that then Popiſh Tenets where endea- 
voured to be eſtabliſhed without the Policy, and 
now the Policy without the "Tenets T. It may alſo 
y . 

be obſerved, that the conduct of the preſent Mini- 
ſter is exactly ſimilar to that of Pope Alexander the 


Third, at the firſt break ing out of the Reformation 


in the Thirteenth Century. Both appear to have 
dreaded the correction of Abuſes and to have taken 
t ſame means to prevent it. 


The firſt Reformers were the poor of Lyons or 
Albigeois, ſo called, becauſe they quitted Lyons, to 
fix themſelves at Albi, among the mountains in the 
South of France. Theſe men, being illiterate, 
thought they could not db better than read the 
Scriptures, and copy in every thing the Primitive 
Chriſtians. Like them they fled into the deſcrt, 
uſed their goods in common, and where like them, 
poor, ſaber, mild, humble, and modeſt, Theſe 
Evangelical virtues excited the indignation of the 
Pope, haughty, oſtentations, avaricious and corrupt. 
Alexander, finding they would not recognize the 


monſtrous abuſes that had crept into the church, 


attacked 


* 
6 — 


I James the Second had much Popiſh zeal, but not a grane of 

Popiſh policy. The Pope called him a blockbead, and ſaid 
he would loſe him the few remaining Catholics in England, 
Father Maubet even ſays, in his hiſtory, that he lent money to 
William to allift in dechroning him 


| a he 


i\s SS Ww LD YU .- 


AW I L* LP 


I © wy 


EE 

attacked them with all the rancour that ſordid in- 
tereſt and ambition do ever inſpire, and ſucceeded 
by calumny and r ene in rendering 
them odious The chief inſtrument of his malice, 
was Dominick (the Burke of that day) who firſt 
calumniated theſe harmleſs men, then preached a 
Cruſade againſt them, and obtained for his pains a 
celeſtial PENSION, after becoming on earth the 
head and founder of a rich Monaſtic Order. The 
Albigeois profeſſed at firſt, according to the prin- 
ciples of Chriſtian Charity, good will, peace- and 
fraternaity to all men ;---they abhorred nothing ſo 
much as the ſhedding of human blood, and though 
ſome, leſs temperate than the reſt, might wiſh to 
convert others to a ſtyſtem they held conformable 
to Evangelical Purity, yet the bulk made it alead- 
ing principle not to trouble the opinions of others, 
but to live in peace with all mankind. Such were 
the ſentiments of theſe men, when they found them 
ſelves attacked by the Popiſh Cruſade, the deſign 
of which, was ayowed to be their utter extermina- - 
tion. Though theſe innocent men fhuddered at 
ſhedding the blood of their fellow creatures, yet, 


finding they muſt periſh in the field, or on the ſcaf- 


fold, Self-preſervation, the ſirſt law of Nature, 
compelled them to take up arms, and reſentment 


againſt Oppreſſion, ſoon diſſipated their firſt inten- 


tions, and rendered them cruel and ſanguinary like 
their Enemies. St. Dominick had the art to paint 
the reſiſtance of theſe men as a dreadful crime. 
The blood ſhed by them in their juſt defence, was 
held forth as the conſummation of all horrors, whilſt 
his own party, who forced ſuch meaſures upon them 
thed the blood of the Reformers with impunity. 
The WAR continued near FIFTY YEARS, 
and at laſt ended. in the extermination of a mere 


handful 


( 10 
handful of men, againſt whom, moſt of the neigh- 
bouring States had long leagued in vain. Rome 
triumphant, became more venai, and corrupt than 
ever; and to prevent a freſh Reformation from 
breaking out, the Pope eſtabliſhed the Inquiſition, 
and gave the government of it to the diſciples of 
Dominick ; but though the firſt Reformers were 


barborouſly maſſacred, and their example, together 


with the fear of the Inquiſition, had ſealed the 
mouths of all thoſæ who dare to blame the Inigui- 
ties of the Roman Church, ſo that Reform was ſti- 
Med for two centuries, yet it was impoſſible totally 
to extinguiſh © the Light of Reaſon. Luther and 
Calvin appeared at Laff upon the ſtage, and, in ſpite 
of Papal Artifice. the Spirit of REFoRMATION 
broke out again with renovated vigour, 


It is not my deſign to juſtify all that has been done 


in France, but to point out the true cauſe and in- 
citement ; I therefore muſt mention here the lau- 
dable commencement of the French; their pacihc 
inclinations ; the moderation of their firſt Conſti- 
tution ; calumniated by venal pens; and the artful 
and bitter provocations of their enemies. The 
Convention of Pilnitz, the cruel] Manifeſto of the 
Duke of Brunſwick, a War of Extermination un- 
dertaken againſt them abetted by Internal Treaſon, 
and fanguinary and violent means of defence forced 
upon them, are the ſucceeding gradations in this 
ſcale of Oppreſſion. I have ſaid Oppreſſion, Mr, 
Editor, b<cauſe the word is juſt ; for to command 
a free, and independent People unconditionaly to 
ſubmit to the will of a miſguided, impotent, per- 
jured and prevarieating Deſpot, be not that Op- 
preſſion, where does it exiſt ? F Such was the 
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+ That the Kinzs of France were deſpotic has never been 
diſputed by any man, except Mr. Burke ; and that the laſt s 
perjured, is proved by his own hand- writing, left behind bim 
&3 his flight to Varennes. ; 
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Rite of the preſent queſtion, when our Sinecure 
Miniſter thought fit o/tensibly to ſhew himſelf a 
party in the Diſpute, and ſince then it has become 
a ſubje& that no man dare diſcuſs, though every 
man muſt pay towards it; for to calumny, cruſades 
and extermination, is added an inquilitoral reſtraint 
on the exerciſe of our rcaſon, which may vie with 
that of the diſciples of Saint Dominick. This only 
will therefore be obſerved, that ſuch ſtruggles ne- 
ver leave Power as they found it. 


Sinecure influence and the Spirit of Reform are 
now pitted together, and the one muſt triumph 
over the other; if victory ſhould declare for the 
former, abuſes will be eſtabliſhed for at leaſt two 
centuries, as happened after the extermination of 
the Albigeois ; for it is the height of folly to ſup- 
poſe, that the ſame artifices uſed by Sinecure Place- 
men at preſent, will be relinquiſhed by them here- 
after, when elated by ſucceſs. On the contrary, to 
the preſent cry of endangering the Conſtitution 
will be added, that of reviving dangerous principles 
falſely imputed to the French, ꝓ and thus the Si- 
necure Syſtem will be doubly entrenched and for- 
tiſied. At preſent every plan of political amelior- 
ation is pretended to proceed from diſaffection. 
The ſupporters of the Abolition of the Slave-trade 
have been called by ſome, The enemies of Govern- 
ment; and that harmleſs reſpectable body of men, 
the Quakers, have been abuſed, for exerting them- 
ſelves againſt this infernal traffic. When vice and 
diſſipation get uppermoſt, modeſt ſimplicity of man- 
ners is a taCit reproach ; and even the garb of hum- 


r The Principles imputed to the French, and about which 
fo much noiſe is made, are not theirs, but were arifully putin, 
to the mouths of falſe Patriots, who have fince been detected 


aud executed, for being in the intereits and pay of their Enemies, 
as will be neun in my next, 
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ble virtue becomes offenſive. If ſuch things exiſt 
at preſent, what may not he expected, ſhould ſuc. ' 
ceſs inflate Sinecure Placemen with {till greater 
inſolence? Surely ſo much blood and treaſure are 
not laviſhed merely that theſe men may do volun- 
tarily, at a future day, when none dare aſk it of 
them, that which now being required of them, has 
thrown them into the agonies of rage and diſpare: 
no; their view is to render Reformation and object 
of horror and diſmay : they would impreſs on this 
benign friend to mortals the features of a Fury, in 
hopes that men may ſhut the door againſt Salva- 
tion; : fearing leſt the moſt precious Reform, in- 
ſtead of bringing bleſſings in its train, ſhould in- 
troduce diſcord and bloodſhed, which are, in fact, 
but the conſequences of intereſted reſiſtance to its 
ſalutary effects; for after all Intereſt is the thing 
on which the whole turns, and has been at all 
times, and in all Countries the grand and formi- 
dable opponent of popular happineſs. When the 
very name of Innovation ſhall make the hair ſtand 
erect in England, as that of Hereſy does in Spain, 
and the convultions exhibited by corruption on 
all ſuch critical occaſions as the preſent, be tho- 
ught worſe than the charge of feeding the Mon- 
ſter, fear will prolong its exiſtence, in ſpite of 
Reaſon and Juſtice; and Sinecure Placemen, if 
they triumph and bring the people to this point, 
at which they evidentiy aim, will then reap in 
ſecurity the fruits of the blood and treaſure now 


expended, 7 W RR 
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